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Want to open a school? Now. A small town? Good luck. A vast rural region? You'll likely have to wait awhile. The era of the large
mobile broadband network has not yet arrived in most of the rural regions of the U.S., which means that for now at least, unless

you want to invest heavily in infrastructure, you're probably not going to be able to serve those few people who do want broadband
in the country. The majority of rural residents have a choice between dialup Internet and a slower mobile connection. But, in a few

select places across the country, mobile broadband is now available, and local authorities who decided to take advantage of that
technology are now running their first experiments with it. The early adopters in these places are generally rural parents and school

administrators who felt the need to broaden the horizons of their students and support their learning online with a variety of
resources. They are also often public officials trying to do more with less, and they typically have a long-term motivation, such as

improved education or social services, to get the network up and running. They are also among the first to test new services,
including some aimed at running a school entirely on the mobile network. The tests that these people undertake usually start with

simply making sure that the network works, and because of their limited budgets and needs, that is about all they can do. But as the
world of mobile broadband becomes more mainstream, they will continue to work with system providers and retail carriers to

develop services that fit their needs. Some of the services being tested range from the simple, such as using the mobile network to
provide news and weather on the school bus, to more complex services like letting parents use their mobile phones to manage their
children's absenteeism and to gauge a teacher's effectiveness. Some people want to use the network in the role of a "mobile WiFi"

hotspot, creating a wireless hot spot that lets even non-subscribers, like store owners, borrow the service so they can offer it to
customers. Even schools, which already have a high demand for wireless access, can use mobile broadband to extend their wireless
network to their classrooms. A handful of public schools have already taken advantage of their Wi-Fi connections to offer wireless
internet access to kids during regular class periods. One challenge the network must overcome, however, is that the price of mobile

broadband plans in the rural areas is still significantly lower than in urban areas. But that is slowly changing, 3e33713323
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