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by SiwanB.00.24.2011.“Veterans and active duty service members are integral to our Nation’s security. It’s important that we address veterans’ concerns and speak directly to them,” said House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (Md.), the number three House Democrat, who has introduced bills to help veterans
and opened the door to increased bonuses for them to stay in the military. The White House has backed Hoyer’s plan and wants to see the House pass another $700 billion defense bill in the next few days, Obama said. “We think it’s important that that package moves. I think it’s very important that we do it
sooner rather than later because we think it’s very important that we have a good working relationship with the Congress,” Obama said in his briefing with reporters, skipping an opportunity to rebuke lawmakers. The disagreement emerged as the House voted last week on an $8.1 billion package of veterans’
health care, doubling the amount agreed to previously in the Senate. The House passed the bill, 267-157, with 38 lawmakers absent. The Senate did not take up the bill. The issue is important for Obama because he wants to send a clear message that he is not going back on his word about making sure
veterans and their families are being treated well. “I’m very gratified to hear the president say he’s 1cdb36666d
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in Rome, Italy, April 15, 2015. REUTERS/Tony Gentile ROME (Reuters) - Pope Francis said he was “very happy” to be greeted by thousands of weeping pilgrims on Sunday as he walked in the open square of the basilica of the Christian sect for which he is the spiritual head. “I am very happy to see such emotion
here. I understand it, I feel it and I want to convey my regards to all the faithful who are here,” he said, standing on a stage between the square and the cathedral. “Today is a celebration, so there will be other celebrations, but I can’t be happy until everyone leaves happy,” the 78-year-old Argentine said. “I
hope that this celebration of the capital of the Church will be a time of reflection and of fraternity.”MILAN (Reuters) - Italy on Monday celebrated 10 years of democratic rule after a new government pledged to stick to international efforts to combat migrant trafficking and to put an end to a mafia-driven
economy that was created by half-century of Cold War alliances. Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte, a political newcomer, announced a “transformative program” for 2018 in a ceremony in Rome attended by Italian President Sergio Mattarella, European Commission head Jean-Claude Juncker and Britain’s David
Cameron. “It is crucial that we stay the course of this action,” he said.
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